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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLES RELATING TO ZAIRE 

1. IN ARTICLE ENTITLED "LOOT-LADEN REBELS MOVE HOMEWARD 
ACROSS ZAMBIA" WHICH APPEARED IN MAY 24 EDITION OF 
WASHINGTON POST, JOHN BORRELL WRITES FROM LUSAKA THAT 
KATANGANS CARRYING RADIOS, CAMERAS AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS LOOTED IN KOLWEZI CROSSED THROUGH SOUTH-WEST TIP 
OF ZAMBIA MAY 23 ON WAY BACK TO ANGOLA. THE ARTICLE 
QUOTES PRESIDENT KAUNDA AS SAYING "IF WE WERE ABLE TO 
IDENTIFY THEM, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE GOTTEN TO KOLWEZI. 

IN SHORT, WE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE THAT THESE REBELS WERE 
USING ZAMBIAN TERRITORY." ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE 
ZAMBIAN VILLAGERS, WHO ARE OE THE SAME ETHNIC GROUP AS 
THE INVADERS, CAME OUT TO THE ROAD AND CHEERED THE 
KATANGANS. 

2. IN ANOTHER ZAIRE RELATED ARTICLE IN THE SAME EDITION 
ENTITLED "SOVIETS REPORTEDLY BOUGHT UP COBALT BEFORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ZAIRE INVASION", BERNARD NOSSITER FROM LONDON QUOTES A 
METALS TRADER WHO ASSERTS THAT THE SOVIET UNION BOUGHT A 

MAJOR SHARE OF THE AVAILABLE WORLD SUPPLY OF COBALT IN 
RECENT MONTHS IN ANTICIPATION OF A GLOBAL SHORTAGE. THE 
TRADER BELIEVES THAT ZAIRE'S MINES WILL BE DOWN FOR AT 
LEAST SIX MONTHS AND PREDICTS THAT THE FREE MARKET PRICE 
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OF COBALT WILL INCREASE BY SEVERAL HUNDRED PERCENT DURING 
THAT PERIOD. 

3. FULL TEXTS OF ARTICLES BEING POUCHED TO EMBASSY. CHRISTOPHER 
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